Brief comment text:

We, the Board of Directors of the Lincoln Amateur Radio Club in Lincoln, Nebraska, are writing in regards to the Federal Communications Commission, which is currently considering MD Docket No. 20-270 through the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking process. If enacted, the new rule will assess a fifty dollar charge for the issuance, renewal, or modification of an amateur radio license. 

Amateur radio plays a valuable part in the pursuit of STEM education. Amateur radio operators, some as young as eight years old, learn skills in electrical engineering, propagation of radio waves, and much more. Students are inspired to learn more about these fields when they can use amateur radio to contact the International Space Station, as many Nebraska students did when Ashland, Nebraska, native Astronaut Clayton Anderson, KD5PLA, was aboard the ISS. 

CFR Part 97 states in part that FCC regulations for amateur radio exist to recognize and enhance “the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to providing emergency communications (emphasis added).” Amateur radio operators in Nebraska have contributed their time, vehicles, radios, and more to respond to emergencies as varied as the 2019 floods, the 2004 Hallam tornado, and even assisted relaying emergency information during 9-1-1 outages.

While we are providing these comments to the FCC through their comment process, we urge that you please contact the FCC and request that they remove fees for amateur radio operators from this proposed rule. These fees place an unnecessary burden on the amateur radio service, which by statute is a voluntary service. This fee hurts the ability of people who wish to contribute to their community, as well as the ability for children interested in STEM careers to obtain the training and radio license. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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